THE STUDENT
his property must always remain subordinated to the
community's right over all." He believed democracy
incompatible with too great inequality of fortune: "As
soon as in a democracy the few outstrip the many in
the matter of wealth, the State must either perish or
cease being a democracy". Hence it behoved the State
to keep a just balance in the wealth and income of its
citizens: "All private fortunes must be brought down to
that level of mediocrity which constitutes the real force
of the State". This, however, did not imply absolute
economic equality: "By equality we must not under-
stand that the degrees of power and wealth are to be
absolutely the same, but that no citizen should be rich
enough to purchase another, nor poor enough to
be forced to sell himself. If you wish to make the
State durable, you must neither allow opulence nor
want."
It is this doctrine—which to those acquainted with
Plato's Republic will not appear strikingly novel—that
haunted Robespierre throughout his political career.
In the matter of religion, Rousseau favoured setting
up a code of ethics, to be known as the "Civic Reli-
gion". All religions conforming to the code would be
allowed, those failing to conform to it, prohibited. A
citizen would have the right to profess none but the
Civic Religion. Those refusing to accept the code could
be banished, and he who, while pretending to accept it,
conducted himself as if he did not believe in it, could
be punished with death. "He has committed the great-
est of crimes: he has lied in the face of the law."
Rousseau realized that some of the measures he ad-
vocated would not work in practice. He says, in Emile:
"I should not be astonished if in the midst of all this
reasoning my young man interrupted me and said:
"One would imagine that we are building our edifice of

